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Marine Conservation 

New tools for conserva-

tion of marine wildlife will 

be introduced to halt the 

deterioration in the state 

of the UK’s marine biodi-

versity and promote re-

covery. There will be  

designated and pro-

tected Marine Conserva-

tion Zones. Eg Lyme 

Bay, but care must be 

taken to put in place 

adequate resource to 

monitor this. Legislation 

that is poorly defined and 

unenforceable is bad 

legislation—let’s hope 

this will not be the case 

here.  

The Marine Bill will 

significantly change 

our approach to marine 

resource management, 

but will it be effective? 

Marine Management 

Organisation 

The UK Government 

intends to set up a new 

Marine Management 

Organisation (MMO) to 

deliver many of the gov-

ernment’s objectives for 

the marine area.  How-

ever, the detail of the 

MMO’s accountability is 

quite vague.  

Marine Planning 

It is intended to create a 

strategic marine planning 

system that will clarify 

marine objectives and 

priorities for the future, 

but again that sounds 

rather vague.  

Seabed mapping 

Seabed maps provide a 

tool to help deliver inte-

grated marine manage-

ment. The ability to visu-

alise a virtual seabed 

has led to significant 

interest in the use of 

maps for nature conser-

vation, economic devel-

opment and resolving 

conflicts of multiple im-

pacts on the seafloor. 

Marine Licensing 

The marine licensing 

system will be changed; 

licences will be more 

species specific. How-

ever, on small scale river 

fishing, these changes 

might be difficult to en-

force.  

It has been a feature of 

government legislating 

of late to defer the intro-

duction of sections of 

bills across a year or 

even more. Recent exam-

ples are The Companies 

Act 2006, the Finance Bill, 

2008 and the Marine Bill, 

2008. 

Whilst this may be con-

venient for government to 

enable the resources to 

handle large pieces of 

legislation to be put in 

place, or to avoid bad 

press, it does cause a 

problem for companies—

they have to remember to 

implement the relevant 

changes long after the 

initial Bill has passed 

through Parliament. Many 

companies (particularly 

small companies) have 

been caught out by this. 

Turbulent times are 

here—apart from the bad 

news, this also brings 

opportunity. In particular, 

the opportunity to look at 

new markets and estab-

lish a foothold while com-

petitors are still looking 

inwardly and are in “cost 

cutting” mode.  
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The principles are key 

to all businesses: 

1.Personal data shall be 

processed fairly and 

lawfully …  

2. Personal data shall be 

obtained only for one or 

more specified and law-

ful purposes... 

3. Personal data shall be 

adequate, relevant and 

not excessive in relation 

to the purpose for which 

they are processed.  

4. Personal data shall be 

accurate and, where 

necessary, kept up to 

date.  

5. Personal data proc-

essed for any purpose 

or purposes shall not be 

kept for longer than is 

necessary for that pur-

pose… 

6. Personal data shall be 

processed in accor-

dance with the rights of 

data subjects under the 

DPA. 

7. Appropriate technical 

and organisational 

measures shall be taken 

against unauthorised or 

unlawful processing,  

accidental loss, destruc-

tion of, or damage to  

personal data.  

8. Personal data must not 

be transferred to a coun-

try or territory outside the 

European Economic 

Area … 

The consequence of not 

complying can be severe 

for a company—all of us 

need to ensure we register 

if required, and comply! 

ment through the better 
and earlier identification 
of the intrinsic properties 
of chemical substances. 
The regulation gives 
greater responsibility to 
industry to manage the 
risks from chemicals 
and to provide safety 
information on the sub-
stances. Manufacturers 
and importers will be 
required to gather infor-
mation on the properties 
of their chemical sub-

REACH is a European 
Community Regulation 
on chemicals and their 
safe use.   
 
It deals with the Regis-
tration, Evaluation, Au-
thorisation and restric-
tion of CHemical sub-
stances. The new law 
entered into force on 1 
June 2007. The aim of 
REACH is to improve 
the protection of human 
health and the environ-

stances and to register 
the information in a cen-
tral database run by the 
European Chemicals 
Agency (ECHA) in Hel-
sinki. This regulation is 
being applied in the UK, 
although at present the 
exact manner of its in-
troduction and enforce-
ment is in the 
“consultation” phase.  
This will add a signifi-
cant burden to smaller 
businesses. 

T h e  8  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  d a t a  p r o t e c t i o n  

R E A C H—c o u l d  m a k e  o r  b r e a k  a  b u s i n e s s  

gium and the Nether-

lands). Since about 40 to 

50 years ago the flax 

fibre for Irish Linen yarn 

has been, almost exclu-

sively, imported from 

France, Belgium and the 

Netherlands. It is bought 

by spinners who produce 

yarn and this, in turn, is 

sold to weavers (or knit-

ters) who produce fabric. 

Irish linen spinning has 

now virtually ceased, 

yarns being imported 

from places such as 

Eastern Europe and 

China. Most Irish linen 

produced on the island of 

Ireland is produced in 

What exactly is “Irish linen”? 

Irish linen is the brand 

name given to linen 

produced in Ireland. 

Linen is cloth made from 

the flax fibre, which was 

grown in Ireland for many 

years before advanced 

agricultural methods and 

more suitable climate led 

to the concentration of 

quality flax cultivation in 

northern Europe (Most of 

the world crop of quality 

flax is now grown in 

Northern France, Bel-
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REACH regulations 
may increase the 

bureaucratic burden 
on companies. 

If your company 

does not obey 

the 8 principles 

of data 

protection, the 

penalties can be 

very severe 

Do you know the 

principles of data 

protection that the 

law demands all 

businesses adhere 

to? 
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In 1998 the Egan Report, 

“Rethinking Construc-

tion”, was published as a 

result of Government 

concerns that the UK 

construction industry was 

not being run efficiently.    

One of its main recom-

mendations was to rec-

ommend the use of 

modular and standard 

housing components 

which could be assem-

bled and fitted off-site, 

thus cutting down on 

time on building on-site 

which would reduce 

building costs and wast-

age.   This Report was 

followed in 2004 by the 

Barker Report that aimed 

to provide an independ-

ent review of the short-

age of housing in the UK.  

This was set against a 

background of increased 

demand and lack of af-

fordable supply.  This 

Report led to the Deputy 

Prime Minister, John 

Prescott launching the 

“Design for Manufacture 

Competition” in April 

2005.  This competition 

sought entries for a high-

quality house that could 

be built for a total con-

struction cost of GBP 

60,000.  The winners  

won the opportunity to 

develop their homes on 

10 sites in the UK.  

These are now in the 

process of being con-

structed and feature off-

site assembly of compo-

nents to help reduce 

costs. This innovative 

approach is not without 

its limitations, but looks 

interesting. Container 

City are one of the lead-

ing companies in this 

area. 

injunction. The ECHR 

meant that it enshrined in 

law “the right to privacy” 

for its citizens as well as 

“the right to freedom of 

expression”.  These two 

clauses provide potential 

conflict, because the right 

to take photographs of 

famous people to sell con-

flicts with the photo-

graphed person’s right to 

conduct their private life in 

as “normal” way. A recent 

legal case has helped 

Prior to the European 

Convention on Human 

Rights (ECHR) there was 

no generally accepted 

right to privacy en-

shrined in UK law and 

hence it was not possible 

to take legal action for 

breach of a person’s pri-

vacy, eg when famous 

people felt that they were 

being hounded they had 

to resort to the Protection 

from Harassment Act 

1997, to obtain a court 

define the interpretation of 

privacy laws in England 

and Wales is one brought 

by J K Rowling (author of 

the Harry Potter books) on 

behalf of their five year old 

son, who was seeking a 

ruling on photographs 

taken of their son. Court of 

Appeal judges ruled that a 

child of a famous parent 

could reasonably expect 

not to have photographs of 

them published. 

C o n t a i n e r  c i t y ?  

D o  y o u  o w n  y o u r s e l f ?  

annual import volume for 

2008 is forecast to be 

less than 6 million cubic 

metres, down from nearly 

8 million in 2007. 

The sharply lower level 

of activity in construction 

markets will account for a 

significant part of this 

shortfall in 2008, but 

fencing manufacturers 

and pallet makers are 

also consuming less 

material, resulting in one 

of the lowest estimates of 

sawn softwood consump-

tion in the UK since 

1996.  

S e e i n g  t h e  w o o d  f r o m  t h e  t r e e s . . .  

The UK coniferous 

wood market is suffer-

ing: 

The market prognosis for 

sawn coniferous wood 

(softwood) is a marked 

reduction in volumes 

compared to the record 

levels reached in 2007: 

Sawn softwood imports 

will be substantially lower 

in 2008 compared to 

2007. Imports were lower 

by around 25% in the 

first half of the year. The 
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The UK 

coniferous 

sawn wood 

market is in 

decline and the 

prognosis is not 

good. 
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900 for 2007.  It is esti-

mated that some 

448,000 people partici-

pate in canal boating 

as a leisure time activ-

ity in the UK. 

The size of the market 

for the small marine 

boat market (which 

includes narrow boats, 

motor boats and sail-

Narrow boats are on 

the up!  Government 

statistics for the year 

2006 break down boat 

sales for the UK into 

more defined catego-

ries. The relevant 

category for narrow 

boats is “Non sea-

going motorboats for 

pleasure or sports, 

exceeding 7.5m in 

length, excluding out-

board motorboats.” 

The number of boats 

in this category sold in 

2006 was 564. As 

most new narrow 

boats are built to or-

der, the production 

figures will most likely 

be between 600 and 

ing boats) as esti-

mated by the BMF is 

illustrated in the figure 

below (source Govern-

ment statistics). 

B o a t i n g  i s  s t i l l  a f l o a t !  


